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HIGHLY INTERESTING LETTER

(JULY 4, 3776)
FROM ABRAIIAM CLARK, ONE OF THE SIGNERS OF TIHI DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE.

Puu

tia, July 4, 17
My Dia Frrn : /

Our seem ry and under

iz biad success in Canada, [ dare say, gave you great uneasiness.  In tim

es of danges

misfortunes, true courage and maguanimity can only be ascertained.  In the course of such a war we must

At
large

expect some losses, We are told a panick seiacd the army.  Jss, it bath not reached the Senat

in Canada were retreating before a victorious army,—while Gen' Howe, with &
g towards N. York,—our Congress resolved to declare the United Colonie
Independent States. A declaration for
through, after which it will be prockimed with all the State and Solemuity cireunstances will admie, It is

the time our forees

Fyee and

mament, is advanc

this purpose, [ expect, will this day pass Congress. It is nearly gone

one so fary that we must now be a free independent State, or a conquered country.

[ can readily pucs ng that Gen! Towe with 130 transports are betwee
New Yor

nty where they will land. T assure you L don't feel quite reconciled at being here, and the enemy by

at your feclings upon hen

and the Tlook, This was our last acet,  No express hath come in this morning. Al s

cms

neerts
my door at home.
Al reports agree diat New Jersey is all in motion to mect the enemy in they pay our Province i

forees

visit, or to assist N. York, as occasion may requive.  Fad Gen! Howe landed hi soon as he arrived,

as

he might have carried all before hin.  Possibly, while T am weiting this, he may be reaping the fruits of a

victory. This scems now to be a trying season s but that indulent Pacher who hath hitherto preserved s,

willy T trust, appear for our help and prevent our heing erushed.  If otherwise, his will be done.
I bave no particular news more to communicate.  No news from your family to send. T wrote you the

day before 1 left home., T am among a consistory of thing

s our enemy says. 1

e you, sir, our

Congress is an august as

mbly, and, can they support the Declaration niow on the anvil, will be the preatest
assembly on carth.

As T am not able to communicate to you any thing but what the public papers will announce, you will
ceive [ mean to let you know you

re o forgot by me. Tho L addl

readily p myself to you, sir, yet
8 y? b duie Bl

L mean to include my much esteemed friend Mr. Caldwell in it.

ked upon a most témpes tered

We are now, sir, emb wous sea,—life very uncertain,—sceming dangers s

thick around us,—plots

ainst the military, and, ic i

whispered, against the Senate. Lt us prepare for the

worst, We ean dic here but once.  May all our husiness, all our purposes, tend to fit us for that important

event !
Tam,

Dear Sir,
Yours and Mr. Caldwell's most obedicnt, humble servant,
ABRA. CLARK.

L

To Col. Fxs Davrow, N. .
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INCOUNCIL oF SAFETY>

e Ilumination.

S . OLONEL TILGHMAN, Aid

E is certainintelligence of Gengral Howe's army being . \

yefterday on its march from Brunfwick to Princetown, which puts it de Camp to hls Excellel:lcy

bqnnd a doubt that he intends for this city.—This glorious oppor- G CI]CI"Ell WA S H INGT ON P haVIIlg'

turity of ignalizing himfelfin defence of our country, and fecuring brought official acounts of the

the Rights of America forever, will be féized by every man-who has SURRENDER Of' L OI‘d Corn_

a fpatk of patriotic fire in his bofom. We entreat you to march . .

the Militia under your comimand with all poflible expedition to this Walhs 2 aﬂd the Gam_fons. ‘ O.f

city, and bring with you as many waggons as you can poffibly pro- York and Glouceﬁer 3 thOfe Citi-

¢ure, which youarehereby authorized to imprefs, if they cannot be z.ens Who Chufe to ILLUMI.

had otherwife—Delay ot a moment, it may be fatal and fubje& you r :

and all you hold moft dear to the Tuffian hands of the enemy, whofe NATE o s the G.LOR. Ious .OC—
casIoN, will do it this evening

, . at Six, and extinguifh their

By ek of e el lights at Nine o'clock.
DAVID RITTENHOUSE, Vice-Prefident. Decorum and harmony are

cruelties are without diftintion and unequalled.

74sb COLONELS or COMMANDING earneftly recommended to eve-

OFFICERS of the ryfpestive Battalions of % ol .
bl Sra. ry Citizen, and a general dif-
countenance to the leaft ap-

TWO O°CLOCK, P.M

THE Enemy axe at Trenton, and all the City Milida are PEATANCE of riot.

XTid

marched to meet them. Oober 2.4, 1781.
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AMERICAN

Historical and Literary Curiosities;

consisTING oF
. Fac-Similes of some Plates, &c. Relating to

COLUMBUS,

AND

ORIGINAL DOOUMENTS of the REVOLUTION,

e, Ge.
Wirh A VARIETY oF RELIQUES, ANTIQUITIES, AND AUTOGRAPHS.

EDITED AND ARRANGED,
WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF SEVERAL AUTOGRAPH COLLECTORS,
BY

JOHN JAY SMITH,

MEMIER OF THE ISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNEVLVANIA, ETC.

SECOND SERIES—COMPLETE IN ITSELF.

NEW YORK:
CHARLES B. RICHARDSON.
1860.
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PREFACE.

Ty Firs by John I, Wats
and mysclf, was commenced privately as a means of preserving many documents

Series of “American Historical and Literary Curiositi

n the pos
of o friends and ourselves ; but they soon increased to such importance by contributions, tht it
was determined to publish them.  Five editions were demanded by the public at home and abroad,
and the work is now scarce and high-priced. The plates being worn out, no other edition of it is
likely soon, if ever, to be issued.

This Second Series, complete in itself, owes its origin to the Commercial Panic, when it was
desirable to employ several ar

ssion

s in want of work. It has been carricd through by the assistance
and contributions of various friends. I am particularly indebted to 1i
Peter Voree, Lisq, Lewis J. Cist, lisq., Frank M. Litting, Esq., J. Wingate Thornton, lisq.,
Ton. George Iolsom, ITerman and Caleb Cope, I J. Drancis Visher, Iisq., John Macalester,
Tisq., Charles J. Wister, Tisq., Winthrop Sargent, isq., Bushrod W. Adams, Tisq. and others,
and to the Philadelphia Library for the rare Broadsides of the Revolution, and the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania, whose valuable collections have been opened to my use in the handsom
most liberal manner.

inand J. Dreer, Tsq.,

t and

It may be proper to copy here a portion of the Prefice to the fifth edition of the Iirs
explanatory of the object of the work :—

Series,

“"The past ha m for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of countri

into the shadowy and unknown.  Our early and romantic past ha

s whose history
of being
known and truly related.  Every thing which adds to these truths is sought for with avidity by
the eurious and intelligent inquirer.  We have now many autogr

extends fi

the meri

ph-collectors, who may be viewed
in the light of preservers of documents which would otherwis: per d. To few,
comparatively, are their treasures revealed. It was suggested, therefore, that some of the most
rare ¢ ITi

hoor be dispe

orical and Literary Curiosities’ in the possession of individuals, should be grouped for
the amusement and instruction of the present and of future generations, who may well know from

printed accounts what things were done, but who can also thus learn Aow they were done.”

As in the First Series, nearly all the a n the present collection have been taken by compe-

tent artists from the originals of which they purport to be fac-simi Considerable labor and

trouble haye been expended in collecting together and adapting the varied mat:

but T haye been rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

Is here presented,

JOIIN JAY SMITIL

fully to understand the work, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant
reference to the Tables of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which there was
not space on the plates.

$s
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LANKTFORT, July 31st, 1813.
Duan Sin,
"IIE following address to the militia of Kentucky will inform you of the call that has
been mado wpon tho govomor of Kentueky for a reinforcemont to the North Western A
and of my viows as to the mode of complying with it. T forward ono to you partienlarly, sir,
wder tho hope that you will exert your iufluence to Ting into tho field all the men in your

power. Bo so good as to acknowledgo tho

cipt of this letter, and apprise me of tho cale
Tations which I may mako of the number of wen that ean Te raised in youwr county—and
whother it will suit your convenionco o go with ws. I shall ab all times tako a pleasuro in
acknowledging the publie spirit by which you will be notunted—anud the obligations you will
Tny me wnder.

1 havo the honor to bo, very respectfully, sir, your obt. sorv's.

, , ;

Dt LI
'I'(‘)/"l'leltl‘rv

VEERIEANEA OB RIMNTRYOIRT,

PELLOW-SOLDIERS,

YOUR goverimient has taken measures to not effetually ngainst the one
emy in Upper Canada. Gon. 1arrison, wnder tho anthority of the idont of the United
Btates, s eallod wpon mo for a sbrang Doy of troops to ussish in effocting the grand objocts
of the campaigan. Mo eneny in hopes to find ws wnpropared, s again invosted Port Moigs s
but Tie will again Do mistaken ; and before you ean tako the field Lo will ho deiven from that
post.

e comply with the requisition of Gon, Tarvism, & drafs might ho onforcod; Tut o-
Tieving as L do, that the ardor and patriotism of my comntrymen has not abatod, nnd that
they havo waited with impatience a fair opportunity of avénging the Wood of their huteh-
ereil frionds, I Tave appointed the $st day of Awgust nest, at Newport, fov a general
rowlezvous of KENTUCKY VOLUNTERRS.” T will meet you thero in person. il
Tead you to the field of battle, and_sharo with you the dangers and honors of tho can
puign. Our gorvices will not bo required movo thin sixty days after we reach head quart

T uvito all officors, ad ofhers possessing influence, to como forward with what mount.
ol men they ean rai A shall command the men ho may bring into the field.  The
superior officers will ho appointed by myself at tho phico of goneral rendeavous, or on oue
arrival at houd quarters s and T slall tako pleasuro in acknowledging to wy country the
merits and public wpirit of thoso who may be wseful in collecting u forgo for the presont dor-
goney.

Those who have good rifles, aud know low to use them will bring them along.  Thoso
who Tave nof, will be furnished with muskots at Newport.

Fellow Citizens | Now is the time to act; wnd by one decisive Dlow, put an end to the cone
tost in that quarter.

ISAAC STIELBY.
Trankfort, July 81st, 1813,
it
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