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PREFACE.

Ty Firs by John I, Wats
and mysclf, was commenced privately as a means of preserving many documents

Series of “American Historical and Literary Curiositi

n the pos
of o friends and ourselves ; but they soon increased to such importance by contributions, tht it
was determined to publish them.  Five editions were demanded by the public at home and abroad,
and the work is now scarce and high-priced. The plates being worn out, no other edition of it is
likely soon, if ever, to be issued.

This Second Series, complete in itself, owes its origin to the Commercial Panic, when it was
desirable to employ several ar

ssion

s in want of work. It has been carricd through by the assistance
and contributions of various friends. I am particularly indebted to 1i
Peter Voree, Lisq, Lewis J. Cist, lisq., Frank M. Litting, Esq., J. Wingate Thornton, lisq.,
Ton. George Iolsom, ITerman and Caleb Cope, I J. Drancis Visher, Iisq., John Macalester,
Tisq., Charles J. Wister, Tisq., Winthrop Sargent, isq., Bushrod W. Adams, Tisq. and others,
and to the Philadelphia Library for the rare Broadsides of the Revolution, and the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania, whose valuable collections have been opened to my use in the handsom
most liberal manner.

inand J. Dreer, Tsq.,

t and

It may be proper to copy here a portion of the Prefice to the fifth edition of the Iirs
explanatory of the object of the work :—

Series,

“"The past ha m for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of countri

into the shadowy and unknown.  Our early and romantic past ha

s whose history
of being
known and truly related.  Every thing which adds to these truths is sought for with avidity by
the eurious and intelligent inquirer.  We have now many autogr

extends fi

the meri

ph-collectors, who may be viewed
in the light of preservers of documents which would otherwis: per d. To few,
comparatively, are their treasures revealed. It was suggested, therefore, that some of the most
rare ¢ ITi

hoor be dispe

orical and Literary Curiosities’ in the possession of individuals, should be grouped for
the amusement and instruction of the present and of future generations, who may well know from

printed accounts what things were done, but who can also thus learn Aow they were done.”

As in the First Series, nearly all the a n the present collection have been taken by compe-

tent artists from the originals of which they purport to be fac-simi Considerable labor and

trouble haye been expended in collecting together and adapting the varied mat:

but T haye been rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

Is here presented,

JOIIN JAY SMITIL

fully to understand the work, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant
reference to the Tables of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which there was
not space on the plates.

$s
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