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CONTENTS.

Plate 1.—Copy of tho eclehrated Pitcher Portrait of Washington. When a crate of pitehers was opencd in
1801, this portruit was found upon them; being considered n vemarkable likeness, the whole of the
pitchors wero broken, and the likenesses enefully framed and preserved.

Gold Medul presontod to Washington, by Congress, on the evacuation of Boston. Book Plate of Wasl-
ington.  Visiting cards of Washington, as Colonel, aud as General, Ieft at Governor John Dickinson’s.
Tho two latter Tu the possession of J. Juy Suith,

Plates 2 and 3.—Letter from Genoral Washington “to Joseph Reed, Esq.—or in lis absence, to General
Cudwalader, Bsq., only, at Bristol,” writlen three days before the battle of Trenton.
Iu the possession of William B. Reed, Esq.
Pluto 4. —Tiettor from Mrs. Martha Washington to Joseph Rocd, Bsq., from Morristown, partly illegible.
In the possession of William . Reed, Esq.

Plades 5 and 6.—T.etter of the Committee of Seerecy in 1776, ordering clothing for the army, ta he purchased
anywhere exeept in Greut Britain and Ircland. Tu the possession of J. Jay Suith.

Plato .—Autobiogr
his Diographi

pliy of Jobn Adams.  Written for Mr. Delaplaine, when tha gentleman was composing
In the possession of John F. Watson.
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PREFACE
TO THE FIFTHO EDITION.

FIRST SERIES.

Tem past has o charm for Americans, as well as for tho inhabitaats of countries whoso history
extonds fur into the shadowy and unknown; our carly and romantic past has the morit of boing known
and truly related; everything which adds to theso truths is sought for with avidity by the curious and
intelligent inquiror. Wo havo now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in tho light of
proservers of documents which would otherwise perish or bo dispersed; to few, comparatively, aro
their treasurcs revealed. Tt was suggested, therofore, that a few of the most rare and curious “Ilis-
torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individaals, should be grouped for tho amuscment
and instruction of tho presont and of future generations, who may woll know from printed aceounts
wha things were done, but who can also thus learn /ow they were done,

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have beon taken by compotent artists from the
originals of which hey purport to be fac-similes. Considerablo labor and trouble have beon oxpendad
in collecting together the varied materials horo presented; but it has been with tho Tditors a “labor
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit.

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by tho public,and a fth edition boing
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will creato increased interest in tho
volume. 7. JAY SMITH,

JOIIN F. WATSON.

#* Fully to understand the worl, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not
be found on the plates.

NOTE TO THE SIXTH EDITION.

Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this work that the first would not be
roprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly
interesting additions have been made.

Pumangiia, Octaber, 1860,





